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Psalm 51:1-12

Have mercy on me, O God,
   according to your steadfast love;
according to your abundant mercy
   blot out my transgressions. 
Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity,
   and cleanse me from my sin. 

For I know my transgressions,
   and my sin is ever before me. 
Against you, you alone, have I sinned,
   and done what is evil in your sight,
so that you are justified in your sentence
   and blameless when you pass judgement. 
Indeed, I was born guilty,
   a sinner when my mother conceived me. 

You desire truth in the inward being;
   therefore teach me wisdom in my secret heart. 
Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean;
   wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. 
Let me hear joy and gladness;
   let the bones that you have crushed rejoice. 
Hide your face from my sins,
   and blot out all my iniquities. 



Create in me a clean heart, O God,
   and put a new and right spirit within me. 
Do not cast me away from your presence,
   and do not take your holy spirit from me. 
Restore to me the joy of your salvation,
   and sustain in me a willing spirit.

Prayer: 

Save us, O God,
   From the blindness,
      which is not even aware that it is sinning;
   From the pride,
      which cannot admit that it is wrong;
   From the self-will,
      which can see nothing but its own way;
   From the self-righteousness,
      which can see no flaw within itself;
   From the callousness,
      which has sinned so often that it has ceased to care;
   From the defiance,
      which is not even sorry for its sins;
   From the evasion,
      which always puts the blame on someone or something else;
   From the heart so hardened,
      that it cannot repent.

Give us at all times,
   Eyes which are open to our faults;
   A heart which is sensitive and quick to warn;
   A soul that cannot sin in peace,
      but is moved to regret and remorse.

So grant that being truly penitent, we may be truly forgiven, 
  so that we may find that your love is great enough
  to cover all of our sins; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

~ William Barclay 
From Prayers for the Christian Year (1965)


